
Tenant Lead Law Notification 
 
Before renting a home built before 1978, the property owner and the new tenant must 
sign two copies of this Tenant Lead Law Notification and Tenant Certification Form, and 
the property owner must give the tenant one of the signed copies to keep. If any of the 
following forms exist for the unit, tenants must also be given a copy of them: lead 
inspection or risk assessment report, Letter of Compliance, or Letter of Interim Control. 
This form is for compliance with both Massachusetts and federal lead notification 
requirements.  
 
What is lead poisoning and who is at risk of becoming lead poisoned?  
Lead poisoning is a serious environmental hazard. It is most dangerous for children under 
six years old. It can cause permanent harm to young children’s brain, kidneys, nervous 
system and red blood cells. Even at low levels, lead in children’s bodies can slow growth 
and cause learning and behavior problems. Young children are more easily and more 
seriously poisoned than others, but older children and adults can become lead poisoned 
too. Lead in the body of a pregnant woman can hurt her baby before birth and cause 
problems with the pregnancy. Adults who become lead poisoned can have problems 
having children, and can have high blood pressure, stomach problems, nerve problems, 
memory problems and muscle and joint pain.  
 
How do children and adults become lead poisoned? 
Lead is often found in paint on the inside and outside of homes built before 1978. Lead 
paint in these homes causes almost all lead poisoning in young children. The main way 
children get lead poisoning is from swallowing lead paint dust and chips. Lead is so 
harmful that even a small amount can poison a child. Lead paint under layers of 
nonleaded paint can still poison children, especially when it is disturbed, such as through 
normal wear and tear and home repair work. Lead paint dust and chips in the home most 
often come from peeling or chipping lead painted surfaces; lead paint on moving parts of 
windows or on window parts that are rubbed by moving parts; lead paint on surfaces that 
get bumped or walked on, such as floors, porches, stairs, and woodwork; and lead paint 
on surfaces that stick out which a child may be able to mouth such as window sills.   
 
Most lead poisoning is caused by children’s normal behavior of putting their hands or 
other things in their mouths. If their hands or these objects have touched lead dust, this 
may add lead to their bodies. A child can also get lead from other sources, such as soil 
and water, but these rarely cause lead poisoning by themselves. Lead can be found in soil 
near old, lead-painted homes. If children play in bare, leaded soil, or eat vegetables or 
fruits grown in such soil, or if leaded soil is tracked into the home from outside and gets 
on children’s hands or toys, lead may enter their bodies. Most adult lead poisoning is 
caused by adults breathing in or swallowing lead dust at work, or, if they live in older 
homes with lead paint, through home repairs.   
 
How can you find out if someone is lead poisoned?  
Most people who are lead poisoned do not have any special symptoms. The only way to 
find out if a child or adult is lead poisoned is to have his or her blood tested. Children in 



Massachusetts must be tested at least once a year from the time they are between nine 
months and one year old until they are four years old. Your doctor, other health care 
provider or Board of Health can do this. A lead poisoned child will need medical care. A 
home with lead paint must be deleaded for a lead poisoned child to get well.  
 
What can you do to prevent lead poisoning? 

• Talk to your child’s doctor about lead.  
•  Have your child tested for lead at least once a year until he/she is four years old.  
• Ask the owner if your home has been deleaded or call the state Childhood Lead 

Poisoning Prevention Program (CLPPP) at 1-800-532-9571, or your local Board 
of Health.  

• Tell the owner if you have a new baby, or if a new child under six years old lives 
with you.  

• If your home was deleaded, but has peeling paint, tell and write the owner. If 
he/she does not respond, call CLPPP or your local Board of Health.  

• Make sure only safe methods are used to paint or make repairs to your home, and 
to clean up afterwards.   

 
In Massachusetts, what must the owner of a home built before 1978 do if a child 
under six years old lives there?  
An owner of a home in Massachusetts built before 1978 must have the home inspected 
for lead if a child under six years old lives there. If lead hazards are found, the home must 
be deleaded or brought under interim control. Only a licensed deleader may do high-risk 
deleading work, such as removing lead paint or repairing chipping and peeling lead paint. 
You can get a list of licensed deleaders from the state Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development. Deleaders are trained to use safe methods to prepare to work, 
do the deleading, and clean up. Either a deleader, the owner or someone who works for 
the owner who is not a licensed deleader can do certain other deleading and interim 
control work. Owners and workers must have special training to perform the deleading 
tasks they may do. After the work is done, the lead inspector or risk assessor checks the 
home. He or she may take dust samples to test for lead, to make sure the home has been 
properly cleaned up. If everything is fine, he or she gives the owner a Letter of 
Compliance or Letter of Interim Control. After getting one of these letters, the owner 
must take care of the home and make sure there is no peeling paint.  
 
What is a Letter of Compliance?  
It is a legal letter under state law that says either that there are no lead paint hazards or 
that the home has been deleaded. The letter is signed and dated by a licensed lead 
inspector.  
 
What is a Letter of Interim Control?  
It is a legal letter under state law that says work necessary to make the home temporarily 
safe from serious lead hazards has been done. The letter is signed and dated by a licensed 
risk assessor. It is good for one year, but can be renewed for another year. The owner 
must fully delead the home and get a Letter of Compliance before the end of the second 
year. 



Disclosure of Information on Lead Based Paint and Hazards 
 
a. Presence of lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards (check (i) or (ii) below):  

i.  __ Known lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards are present in the 
housing (explain). 
____________________________________________________________ 

ii. __ Owner/Lessor has no knowledge of lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint 
hazards in the housing.  

 
b. Records and reports available to the owner/lessor (Check (i) or (ii) below):  

i.  __ Owner/ Lessor has provided the tenant with all available records and reports 
pertaining to lead-based paint and/or lead-based paint hazards. 

ii. __ Owner/Lessor has no reports or records pertaining to lead-based paint 
and/or lead-based paint hazards in the housing. Tenant’s Acknowledgment 

 
c.       __ Tenant has received copies of all documents circled above.  
 
d.       __ Tenant has received no documents listed above.  
 
e.       __ Tenant has received the Massachusetts Tenant Lead Law Notification.  
 
 

Certification of Accuracy 
 
The following parties have reviewed the information above and certify, to the best of 
their knowledge, that the information they have provided is true and accurate.    
 
 
______________________    ______________________ 
Landlord sign  Date    Tenant sign  Date 
 
 


